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to the Nation in 1941, Franklin Roosevelt
said that “Against enemies who preach the
principles of hate and practice them, we set
our faith in human love, and in God’s care
for us and all men everywhere.” We ask for
God to watch over our men and women in
uniform who are serving overseas. Their fam-
ilies miss them, hold a seat open for them,
and pray for their safe return. America’s mili-
tary men and women stand for freedom, and
they serve the cause of peace. Many of them
are serving in distant lands tonight, but they
are close to our hearts.

As an expression of our hope for peace
and happiness in this Christmas season, we
light the National Christmas Tree. Jackie,
Melissa, and Jenna Kantor of Bethesda are
with us here. They started “Project Back-
pack” to give children displaced by Hurri-
cane Katrina new backpacks filled with books
and toys and school supplies. These girls are
an example of the compassion that is found
in the hearts and souls of Americans every-
where, and they have shown how much good
can be done when we reach out to help a
neighbor in need. And so Laura and I now
invite them to join us to turn on the lights.

And would you help turn on these lights,
as well, by counting down. Five, four, three,
two, one.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on the
Ellipse at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to John J. Betchkal, president, Christmas
Pageant of Peace; and Rev. Richard B. Martin,
pastor, Church of the Nativity, Burke, VA.
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Thanks to good old-fashioned American
hard work and productivity, innovation, and
sound economic policies of cutting taxes and
restraining spending, our economy continues
to gain strength and momentum.

Our economy added 215,000 jobs for the
month of November. We've added nearly 4%
million new jobs in the last 2% years. Third-
quarter growth of this year was 4.3 percent.
That’s in spite of the fact that we had hurri-
canes and high gasoline prices. The unem-
ployment rate is 5 percent, and that’s lower
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than the average for the 1970s, 1980s, and
1990s.

We have every reason to be optimistic
about our economic future. I mean, when
you think about the news that’s come in—
the jobs report, the recent report on strong
economic growth, low inflation, strong pro-
ductivity, lower gasoline prices, a strong
housing market, increases in consumer con-
fidence and business investment—our eco-
nomic horizon is as bright as it's been in a
long time.

The foundation for growth is strong. It’s
based upon low taxes and restrained Govern-
ment spending, legal reform, incentives for
saving and investment.

The small-business sector is vibrant. Most
of the new jobs in America are created by
the small-business sector, and our entre-
preneurs are doing well. We got the best
workforce in America—in the world. People
are productive. They’re hardworking. Our in-
genuity and know-how and—is vibrant. This
economy is in good shape.

We're not going to rest until every Amer-
ican who wants a job can find one. We're
going to continue to work for good policies
for our workers and our entrepreneurs. I'll
continue to push for progrowth economic
policies, all aimed at making sure every
American can realize the American Dream.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.
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Andrew Natsios has served as a key mem-
ber of my administration for more than 4
years. He has exemplified the compassion
and generosity of the American people and
our deep commitment to helping and im-
proving the lives of those who are suffering.
Under his leadership, USAID has imple-
mented important reforms and helped us



